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often neglects this duty. Every year, 
nearly 750,000 American teens become 
pregnant. Every year, 70 percent of 
these new teen mothers drop out of 
school. Every year, the lack of services 
to keep low-income parents in school 
focuses this problem on our Nation’s 
most underprivileged communities. 

That’s why I have introduced the 
Teen Parents Graduation and College 
Act. This bill would fund grants to help 
teen parents finish high school and col-
lege. It would provide tutoring and 
child care and counseling to help them 
succeed. It would let teen parents and 
their children lead better, fuller lives. 
This basic support is the least we owe 
our young people. Together we will en-
sure that the beginning of a new life 
doesn’t mark the end of an education. 

f 

ALIX KLEIN’S BAT MITZVAH 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am delighted to wish a happy bat mitz-
vah to a wonderful young lady in my 
congressional district, Alix Klein. She 
recently celebrated her bat mitzvah 
surrounded by family and friends and 
chose to mark the occasion with more 
than just a party, but with a concert to 
benefit those less privileged than she 
is. Alix’s kindness and generosity has 
made a difference in the lives of the 
young patients of Alyn Hospital and 
Rehabilitation Center in Israel. These 
patients have physical disabilities. 

Alix has demonstrated a maturity be-
yond her years, and she serves as a role 
model for her fellow teenagers. Alix’s 
selfless contributions will provide 
much-needed support for these patients 
and their families in Israel. 

f 

MEDICARE PART D DOUGHNUT 
HOLE IS BEGINNING TO CLOSE 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to deliver some good 
news to Medicare participants around 
the country. This week, seniors who 
fall into the Medicare part D doughnut 
hole will begin receiving $250 checks in 
their mailboxes to help them cover 
their prescription drug costs. This is 
one of many benefits for Medicare par-
ticipants included in the health care 
reform law that Democrats passed ear-
lier this year. 

Across the country, nearly 4 million 
seniors will be helped by these checks. 
In my district alone in Ohio, over 9,000 
people will receive this benefit. While 
the doughnut hole will soon be closed 
completely, seniors will continue to 
see lower prescription drug costs. Next 
year, those experiencing a coverage 
gap will receive a 50 percent discount 
on their brand-name drugs. I am proud 
to work hard to improve Medicare for 
all seniors. 

NO NEW ENERGY TAX 

(Mr. POSEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
echo the concerns that I have heard 
from thousands of my constituents. 
They tell me that Washington has 
failed to focus on economic recovery; 
and you know what, they are right. 
Last year, the House passed a massive 
national energy tax known as cap-and- 
trade, and it’s similar to legislation 
passed in Europe in the 1990s. It cost 
Europe hundreds of thousands of jobs 
and made virtually no change or effect 
whatsoever on their environment. Esti-
mates are that if Washington forces 
this bill on the American public, it will 
kill more than 2.5 million more Amer-
ican jobs. 

Fortunately, the national energy tax 
is now stalled in the Senate, and I sure 
hope it stays there. With unemploy-
ment near 10 percent, the last thing 
America needs is more job-killing leg-
islation and more taxes. America does 
need to know that Congress is listening 
to them. 

f 

PAY THE DOCTORS FOR TREATING 
PATIENTS ON MEDICARE 

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. BERKLEY. The Republicans in 
the Senate are once again doing every-
thing they can to destroy Medicare for 
millions of seniors by blocking legisla-
tion that will stop the 21 percent cut in 
payments to doctors who care for our 
elderly citizens. They say they are wor-
ried about the deficit, and paying the 
docs will add to the deficit. Excuse me, 
we’re fighting two wars not paid for. 
We have homeland security needs not 
paid for. Medicare part D, not paid for. 

Not a word from the Senate Repub-
licans. But they are drawing a line on 
paying the doctors who treat Medicare 
patients. This is going to add to the 
deficit. Let’s stop playing politics with 
Medicare, pay the doctors, and provide 
health care for millions and millions of 
our senior citizens. 

f 

THE U.S. NEEDS A BUDGET 

(Mr. SMITH of Nebraska asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, at its most fundamental level, the 
duty of Congress is to steward the tax 
revenue. Lately, all Congress has been 
doing is spending it. Through the first 
8 months of the current fiscal year, the 
Federal Government amassed $941 bil-
lion in deficit spending. Every penny of 
debt accumulated must be paid for by 
our children and grandchildren. With-
out a budget, the only spending rule is, 
there are no rules. 

The deadline for the House of Rep-
resentatives to pass an actual budget 
has come and passed, and we still have 
nothing to show the American people. 
The budget process can be frustrating, 
but that’s what we’re here to do, to 
make the tough decisions. Families, 
small businesses, cities and States 
have to put together a budget. Con-
gress must do the same for our coun-
try. We need a practical, workable Fed-
eral budget which restrains spending 
and puts us on a path to solvency, eco-
nomic growth and prosperity. 

f 

PAYMENTS TO MEDICARE 
BENEFICIARIES 

(Mr. MURPHY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MURPHY of New York. Today 
we’re seeing the implementation of one 
of the things in the health care reform 
bill: payments of $250 to help our sen-
iors with the doughnut hole coverage. 
One of the things that’s also going on 
that most Americans don’t know about 
is fundamental reforms with respect to 
waste and fraud in the Medicare sys-
tem. Our efforts on that front have 
been dramatically improved by things 
that were in the health care bill that 
was passed earlier this year, giving 
Medicare the power to do commonsense 
things that any small business in 
America would do, do a better job of 
checking new providers as they come 
into Medicare, do a better job of put-
ting people on probation and checking 
up on them in that first year to make 
sure they are not abusing our system. 

There is a rampant problem with 
waste, fraud and abuse in our Medicare 
system. The health care bill we passed 
earlier this year is making steps to 
bring that into check. Today we had a 
hearing here in Congress about other 
things that we can do. And I testified 
about my legislation to put more tools 
in the hands of our law enforcement 
professionals and CMS to cut down on 
the waste and fraud in Medicare. I look 
forward to continuing to work on this 
and making sure that we use the dol-
lars in Medicare to provide health ben-
efits to our seniors, not allow criminals 
to run rampant. 

f 

GEERT WILDERS—CHAMPION OF 
THE PUBLIC LIBERTY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, free 
speech is under assault from Islamic 
terrorists worldwide. They use threats 
and political correctness to silence 
anybody who speaks out about their 
violent beliefs. Dutch lawmaker Geert 
Wilders made a movie about these Is-
lamic clerics who incite violence in the 
name of religion. But the Dutch Gov-
ernment is putting Wilders on trial for 
incitement to hatred. The oppressive 
Dutch Government says it’s irrelevant 
that the speech in the movie may be 
true. 
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